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At St Mary's school we encourage an inclusive, learning community  
that values safety, love and faith. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School  
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St Mary’s School is committed to the protection and promotion of Child Safety. 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

Assembly every Monday Morning 9:00am 
and Friday afternoons 2:45pm.  

 
 

2023 Term 1 begins Monday 30th of 
January 

 
 

REMINDERS AND NOTICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As I look back over the year that was, there are many highlights and times 
when resilience and strength were required. First of all, I want to thank the 
staff, students and families of St Mary’s for being so warm and welcoming  
during my first year as Principal here. I am sure that there is not a luckier  
Principal anywhere to become part of such an amazing school community 
(although I am a little biased). My first introduction to many of you was  
handing out RAT kits to families, certainly a unique way to meet many families 
and hopefully not one we will need to repeat in the future. We had the  
Welcome Picnic where I was also able to meet many of the families. Eventually 
we were able to gather as a school to have a whole school liturgy to present 
our Year 6 leaders with their badges and the Foundation students with their 
candles. The Year 6 students ran some fete days where they raised money for 
victims of the flood crisis that was seen throughout the east coast of Australia 
and they raised an amazing amount of money over $4000. 

The students were able to go on excursions and camps again and it was  
wonderful to see the Year 5/6 students demonstrating resilience and  
determination surfing in rather chilly weather conditions in Lorne, as well  
skiing at Mt Buller. The 3/4 students went to Sovereign Hill and enjoyed  
learning about an important part of the history of our country. Year 1/2 
attended the chocolate factory and bought back some rather large lollipops. 
While our Foundation students enjoyed their first excursion at Healesville 
Sanctuary. 

We were able to gather again as a faith community attended a number of 
masses at the Church, a place where many of the students had not visited for 
some time. We even managed an End of Year mass with our new parish priest 
Father Jose Mathew, whom we welcomed at this time. Some of our students 
continued on their own faith journey in the Catholic Church taking part in the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation. We look forward to 
attending more parish masses and gathering as a school community next year. 

As we come to the end of the year we will say goodbye to our Year 6 students 
who continue their educational journey moving onto Secondary College. We 
watched them graduate on Monday night and remembered how much they 
have grown over the years after seeing their baby photos and Foundation  
photos. As a community we wish them well and pray that they will be guided 
and supported on their journey of life. We also say goodbye to a number of 
families and hope that our paths will cross again in the community.  We bid 
farewell to the following families: Birks, Chenhall, Christie, Crane, Creighton, 
Debresteli, Irwin, Kelso-Weeks, Palmer, Simpson, Walgers, Mulhall. Thank you 
for all the contributions that you have made to the St Mary’s school  
community.  



PRINCIPAL AWARD 

Finally, I would like to especially thank all the staff of St Mary’s, who continually amaze me with their patience, care and 
love for their students. They never stop going above and beyond to support all the students, not only in their own classes 
but across the whole school community. May their light continue to shine as they enjoy a well-earned break to rest, relax 
and recuperate after what was another very trying year. We wish Julia White all the best as she goes on a new adventure 
with the birth of her baby late this year. I would especially like to thank our office staff – Colleen, Emily and Maggie, who 
are the first faces many of us see as people walk through the door. A big thank you to the Leadership Team – Jo Brewer, 
Cassie O’Connell and Kim Williams for all the work that they have done this year guiding our staff and students in various 
ways, without their support we would not be able to achieve the results that we do. A huge thank you must also go to our 
Deputy Principal – Christina Irwin, who without I may not have survived this year. She has continually answered all my ques-
tions about the school and the way the events have been run. Christina has also helped to make changes in the way that we 
do things and for that I am truly grateful. 

 
May you all have a happy and holy Christmas and New Year - full of family, fun and festivities. Let’s hope that 2023 is an 
amazing year where we all continue to grow together as a faith filled community who care and nurture not only the chil-
dren in our care but all those in our school community. 

Sincere thanks to all families for your ongoing support of the 
school as we work to achieve the best possible outcomes for 

each of the children in our care.  

Kathryn Stuart  

Our final Principal award winner for 2022, we would like to  
congratulate: 
  
Josh Northmore 
 
Josh has encouraged and included others in many activities over 
the last few weeks. He created a positive team atmosphere during 
our recent multi aged events such as the waterless swimming 
sports.  



Tuesday:  6:00pm  Yea 
Wednesday:  9:30am  Yea 
Thursday:  9:30am  Alexandra 

Friday:   9:30am Alexandra 
Saturday: (Vigil)  5:00pm  Eildon 
 

Sunday:   8:45am Alexandra  
  10:45am  Yea  
All families are welcome to attend Mass. 

Weekly Church Service 

STUDENT AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to Holly, Holly, Hannah, 
Cassie, Olivia, Jaxon, Bella, Ava & Logan  

 
 

Well done to this week’s students who have shown encourage-
ment, inclusion, safety, love and faith in their learning and behav-

ior. (Values taken from our Vision Statement) 

ROTARY PRIMARY SCHOOL ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD 2022 

LANI WALGERS 
 
2022 has seen our students return to full time on site schooling after two years of swapping from remote learning to being in the  
classroom. Our nominee for this award has worked diligently throughout this school year, as well as in the preceding years, both at 
home and at school. 
Lani has many outstanding qualities, and chief amongst these are her perseverance and commitment to excellence. Lani is never  
satisfied with just getting things done, she wants to do everything to the best of her ability. Her conscientiousness and dedication have 
been exemplary. This positive attitude has seen her make phenomenal growth in her reading this year, as well as steady improvement 
in all other areas of the curriculum. In our Year 6 classroom Lani can be relied upon to do her best across all subject areas, regardless 
of how much she might struggle in some of these areas. 
But even more importantly than this, Lani can always be relied on to ensure that she treats all members of our school community with 
respect, tolerance and compassion. Her willingness to help others, to go out of her way to look after our younger students or to check 
in with someone who is not looking happy, has been commendable. This awareness of the needs of others has also led to Lani  
volunteering to work with the Greyhound Adoption Program. She truly lives out the words of Mary MacKillop who said that we should 
never see a need without doing something about it. 
Lani exemplifies all the qualities emphasised in our Vision Statement – encouragement, inclusivity, commitment to learning,  
awareness of the importance of safety, compassion and faith. We are grateful that the Rotary Club of Alexandra has provided us with 
the opportunity to recognise and celebrate what Lani has given to our school community. 



SCHOOL FEES 2023 

School fees and charges for 2023 have been set and are as follows. 
Family Fee $1070 
Capital Fee $370 
Curriculum Levy $275 per student 
Technology Support Levy $125 per child 
Excursion and Incursion Levy $125 per child 
Swimming Levy $20 per student 
Total $1985 
 

Parents will receive notice of fees and charges including the various ways to pay your fees by the end of November.  
If you hold a health care card please provide a copy of your card to the office to allow us to claim the Camp, Sport and Excursion fund 
payment of $125 per eligible child.  
 
MACS Concessional Fee Policy strongly encourages the following families to apply for concession if they meet any of the following  
criteria: 
 Any family of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander heritage 
 Any family holding a Health Care Card and eligible for CSEF 
 Any family identified as refugees and holding an ImmiCard 
 Any family required to relocate their (Australian resident) child to St Michael’s Catholic Primary School, North Melbourne, due to 

your child requiring long term medical treatment at The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne. Pro-rata concession is provided for 
part-year attendance. An annual statutory declaration is required to confirm eligibility. 

 HSS who attend a MACS primary school on a part time basis, who meet any of the criteria detailed above.  
To apply, please contact the school office.  

FOUNDATION NATIVITY 



2023 TERM 1 CALENDAR 

Term 1 

 
Monday Tuesday 

Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Week 1 
Jan/Feb 

30 
Students  
Return 
Leadership 
Camp 
Prep Testing 

31 1 2 
Foundation 
Students 
Begin 

3 4 5 

Week 2 
Feb 

6 7 8 
Prep Rest Day 

9 
Swim Trials  
3-6, 9:30-12:30 

10 11 12 

Week 3 
Feb 

13 14 
Cluster  
Swimming—
Yae 

15 
Prep Rest Day 

16 17 
Beginning of 
Year Mass 

18 19 

Week 4 
Feb 

20 21 22 
Ash  
Wednesday 

23 
Division 
Swimming—
Wangaratta 

24 25 26 

Week 5 
Feb/March 

27 28 1 2 3 4 5 

Week 6 
March 

6 7 8 9 
Reconciliation 
Sacrement 

10 
School  
Closure Day 

11 12 

Week 7 
March 

13 
Labour Day 
Holiday 

14 15 
NAPLAN 

16 17 18 19 

Week 8 
March 

20 
NAPLAN 

21 22 23 24 25 26 
First Holy 
Communion 

Week 9 
March/
April 

27 
NAPLAN 
Finishes 

28 
 

29 
Cluster  
Athletics 

30 31 1 2 

Week 10 
April 

3 4 5 6 
Term 1 Ends 

7 
Good Friday 

8 9 
Easter  
Sunday 













COMMUNITY NOTICES 




