St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School
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Term 3 Week 6

20.08.2021
‘Called to be caring and confident –
Our learning Journey is guided by the gospel of Jesus’
Dear Families,
I hope you are all travelling as well as can be
expected during these seemingly endless
challenges we are facing at the moment. It
is really important for our own wellbeing to
look for signs of positivity and hope
wherever we can find them. That may be in
prayer, meditation, music or nature just to
name a few.
During times such as these, I often find
myself looking to the beautiful environment
in which we live. Early signs of Spring are
everywhere. The wattle is blooming,
blossoms are appearing on many of the fruit
trees and the birds are waking up earlier
and earlier. I know that this may sound like
‘not enough’ right now but, a walk in the
quiet and the beauty of Alexandra may be
just what you need to keep you going as you
do your best to support your children and
continue to keep your households and your
lives on track.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you
need a friendly chat or some other support.
I am available every day and I will return
your call if we don’t connect at the first
attempt.
Even when things are hard or seemingly
impossible, I want to remind you to smile
when you can. A simple smile, genuine or
even when it is forced, prompts the brain to
produce the ‘feel good’ endorphins and
serotonin, causing positive emotions.
Research tells us that smiling is good for our
health in a number of ways. It can:

Reduce stress

Lower blood pressure

Boost your immune system by
reducing cortisol in your body
Look for reasons to smile! Smile for no
reason! Reach out to me if you need and
you feel that I can be of some assistance. All
conversations will be treated with the
utmost confidentiality.
School Fees.
We currently have $87,000.00 outstanding
in school fees. Statements were sent to
families this week. If you are experiencing
financially difficulties and require support
from the school, please contact me on 5772
1500. Thank you to the families who have
already paid their fees for the year.

Alexandra.
I will be in Alexandra next Tuesday and
Friday. I am contactable on 5772 1500 or
5775 2670. I am currently doing paper work
for the two schools 5 days a week and
attending many meetings online from either
location. If you have a concern, I can be
contacted at either school during the day or
via email at
principal@smalexandra.catholic.edu.au
Leadership.
The school Leadership Team consist of the
following staff:
Acting Principal:
Trish Etcell
Deputy Principal and
Learning Diversity:
Christina Irwin
Religious Education Leader Jo Brewer
Literacy Leader
Kim Williams
Numeracy Leader
Michael Heyes
Wellbeing Leader
Cassie Worm
COVID 19.
Thank you everyone for your support
towards the staff and school during
lockdown and while we have restrictions in
place. Unfortunately, parents are still not
permitted to enter the school grounds and
buildings. Hopefully the restrictions will be
eased soon.
As with all things COVID we still have
restrictions in place and I thank you for
abiding by these
restrictions and your understanding.

After school care is still operating.

Face masks must be worn at all times.

You must QR Code when you enter the
school grounds - these can be found on
all gates. (Please note only essential
visitors for health reasons are allowed
on the school grounds at the moment.)

Parents are to wait outside the school
grounds for both pick up and drop off.

Incursions cannot occur.

Excursions can resume but only if we
are the only school visiting the venue at
that time.

No assemblies or gatherings
A gentle reminder to all parents that no
children are permitted to attend school
while they are unwell. If your child/ren
become unwell at school, you will be
contacted to pick your child up.

St Mary’s School is committed to the protection and promotion of Child Safety.

UPCOMING EVENTS - TERM 3
Monday Morning Assembly's: 9:00am
Friday Afternoon Assembly's: 2:40pm

Activities may be subject to change due
to COVID restrictions.

Assemblies will be held via zoom for students
and teachers only at this time.

Girl link has been cancelled. Those who had
already made payments will be refunded.

AUGUST
WEEK 7
MON 23rd
FRI 27th

SEPTEMBER
WEEK 8
TUE 31st
FRI 3rd

WEEK 9
THUR 9th
FRI 10th

Dental Van Visit
Yr 6 Ski Day to Mt Buller
SRC Class Challenge Day
Assembly

Kids Teaching Kids
Whole School Mass
Assembly

Cluster Athletics
Assembly

WEEK 10

WED 15th
FRI 17th

SRC Olympics Day
Free Dress
End of Term. 2:30 dismissal.

St Mary’s School
10 Myrtle St Alexandra Vic 3714
Ph: 03 5772 1500
Email:principal@smalexandra.catholic.edu.au

SPECIAL PE RSONS
OF THE WEEK.

Review Feedback.
Last Wednesday the Leadership Team attended a
feedback session with Mary Lovelock the external
school reviewer online. The feedback provided was
very useful and positive. Next Wednesday the
Leadership Team will participate in an online
meeting with MACS staff to commence the process
of writing our School Improvement Plan for the next
4 years. During the board meeting at 5:30pm, John
Corkhill from MACS will present the review report
and findings to the board. The review
recommendations will be made available to all
families via the newsletter in the coming weeks.

In each newsletter, I try to share something I have
seen on social media that relates to children and
their parents. I am the first to acknowledge that
parenting is not always an easy job. I also would like
to add that I have never had to respond to remote
learning as a parent.
As I am sure you are no doubt aware, even the most
resilient of children are finding this way of learning
and living most challenging and at times,
overwhelming. When you experience a strongly
emotional
MACSSIS.
outburst
The MACSSIS survey will not be available to
from
your
complete until October 2021. The date changed due child, it
may be
to some schools currently in lockdown. Hopefully
helpful
to rethe children in the areas affected by lockdown will member
that chilbe back to face to face teaching by then.
dren
show
their
strongest
School Sports.
emotions to
the
ones they
Congratulations to everyone for their great
feel
safest
participation in yesterdays Athletics. The children
with
and
enjoyed the day and many children achieved their
whom
they love
personal best. Thank you to the sports captains and
the
most.
Mrs Lyttle for organizing the day and the smooth
running of all the events. Thank you to all staff who
assisted on or prior to the day. The winning house
will be announced at Mondays Assembly.

Foundation
Baxter

Year 1/2 W
Hailey

Year 1/2 C
Liam and Rily

Year 3/4 H
Micah

Year 3/4 C
Mitchell

Year 5
Rachelle and Cate

Prayer for Afghanistan.
In light of everything that is happening in Victoria at
present, I want to ask you to take a step back if you
can. I want you to remember and to pray for the
women and girls of Afghanistan who are threatened
in the most dreadful of ways as their government
changes hands. I ask you to also take a moment to
think of the families of Haiti who have been
exposed to the most devastating of natural
disasters. If you can feel within you a moment of
gratitude for all that we do have, I find this helps. If
you can find a way in your heart to pray about or
think about the misfortune of others, I believe that
our collective thoughts and prayers provide positive
energy and hopefully, healing for our world. When
times are dark and challenging, we need to look for
the cracks of light and sometimes, actually be the
light
for
others.

COMMUNITY NOTICE

Year 6
Lachlan, Lottie and Milly

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

6:00pm Yea
9:30am Yea
9:30am Alexandra

Weekly Church Service
Friday:
9:30am Alexandra
Saturday: (Vigill) 5:00pm Eildon

Sunday:

8:45am Alexandra
10:45am Yea
All families are welcomed to attend Mass.

